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Texas Scottish Festival & Highland Games


txsf@texasscots.com | Wise County Fairgrounds, 3101 FM 51, Decatur, TX 76234 www.texasscottishfestival.com


Texas Scottish Festival & Highland Games (TSF&HG) 

2021 COVID-PLAN

Information Sourced from CDC (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html)


Active Promotion of Healthy BEHAVIORS that Reduce Spread

TSF&HG will be promoting and implementing strategies to encourage behaviors that reduce the 
spread of COVID-19 among staff/volunteers, athletes, entertainers and attendees.


• Staying Home when Appropriate 

• Educate staff and attendees about when they should stay home.


• Advise employees and attendees to stay home if they have 
tested positive for COVID-19 or are showing COVID-19 
symptoms.


• Advise employees and attendees to stay home and monitor their 
health if they have had a close contact with a person who has 
symptoms of COVID-19 within the past 14 days.


• Develop policies that encourage sick employees to stay at home 
without fear of reprisal, and ensure employees are aware of these 
policies.


• Share CDC’s criteria to help inform when volunteers should 
return to work:


• If they have been sick with COVID-19

• If they tested positive for COVID-19 but had no 

symptoms

• If they have recently had a close contact with a person 

with COVID-19


• Hand Hygiene and Respiratory Etiquette 

• Require frequent employee handwashing (e.g., before, during, and after 

taking tickets; after touching garbage) with soap and water for at least 
20 seconds and increase monitoring to ensure adherence. 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:txsf@texasscots.com
http://www.texasscottishfestival.com/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine-isolation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/steps-when-sick.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/public-health-recommendations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/steps-when-sick.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/end-home-isolation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/end-home-isolation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine-isolation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine-isolation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html
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• If soap and water are not readily available, volunteers can use hand 
sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol and rub their hands until dry.


• Encourage volunteers to cover the mouth and nose with a tissue when 
coughing and sneezing. Used tissues should be thrown in the trash and 
hands washed immediately with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.


• Encourage attendees to wash hands often and cover coughs and 
sneezes.


• Attendees often exchange handshakes, fist bumps, and high-fives at 
meetings and sporting events. Display signs (physical and/or electronic) 
that discourage these actions during the event. 
	 


• Masks  

• Require the use of masks among staff. Masks are most essential in times 

when physical distancing is difficult (e.g., when moving within a crowd or 
audience).


• Provide all volunteers/staffnwith information on proper use, removal, 
and washing of masks.


• Advise volunteers/staff that masks should not be placed on:

• Babies or children younger than 2 years old

• Anyone who has trouble breathing

• Anyone who is unconscious, incapacitated, or otherwise unable 

to remove the mask without assistance

• Encourage attendees ahead of the event to bring and use masks at the 

event.

• Masks are meant to protect other people in case the wearer is 

unknowingly infected but does not have symptoms. Masks are not 
meant to be a substitute for personal protective equipment such as 
surgical masks, respirators, or other medical personal protective 
equipment.


• Masks are strongly encouraged in settings where individuals might raise 
their voice (e.g., shouting, chanting, singing).


• Adequate Supplies  

• Have accessible sinks and enough supplies for people to clean their 

hands and cover their coughs and sneezes. Supplies include soap, 
water, a way to dry hands (e.g., paper towels, hand dryer), tissues, hand 
sanitizer containing at least 60 percent alcohol, disinfectant wipes, 
masks (as feasible), and no-touch/foot pedal trash cans (preferably 
covered). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	 


https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/print-resources.html?Sort=Date%3A%3Adesc
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
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• Signs and Messages 

• Post signs in highly visible locations (e.g., at entrances, in restrooms) 

that promote everyday protective measures and describe how to of 
germs by properly washing hands and 


• Broadcast regular announcements on reducing the spread of COVID-19 
on public address systems.


• Include messages (for example, videos) about behaviors that prevent 
spread of COVID-19 when communicating with staff, vendors, and 
attendees (such as on the event website and through event social media 
accounts).


• We will reference freely available CDC print and digital resources about 
COVID-19 on CDC’s communications resources main page. 

 

Maintaining Healthy ENVIRONMENTS 
TSF&HG will be implementing several strategies to maintain healthy environments.


• Cleaning and Disinfection 

• Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces within the venue at least 

daily or between uses as much as possible—for example, door handles, 
sink handles, drinking fountains, grab bars, hand railings, and cash 
registers.


• Clean and disinfect shared objects between uses—for example, 
payment terminals, tables, countertops, bars, and condiment holders.


• We will be closing areas such as drinking fountains that cannot be 
adequately cleaned and disinfected during an event.


• Schedule for increased, routine cleaning and disinfection.

• Plan for and enact these cleaning routines when renting event space and 

ensure that other groups who may use your facilities follow these 
routines.


• If transport vehicles like buses are used by the event staff, drivers should 
practice all safety actions and protocols as indicated for other staff—for 
example, washing hands often and wearing masks and maintaining 
social distance of bus riders. 


• Ensure safe and correct use and storage of to avoid harm to employees 
and other individuals. Always read and follow label instructions for each 
product, and store products securely away from children. Use EPA-
approved disinfectants against COVID-19external icon	 	 


• Cleaning products should not be used near children. Staff should ensure 
that there is adequate ventilation when using these products to prevent 
attendees or themselves from inhaling toxic vapors. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/print-resources.html?Sort=Date%3A%3Adesc
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/posters.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/public-service-announcements.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/videos.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/social-media-toolkit.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/social-media-toolkit.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/reopen-guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/clean-disinfect/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/disinfecting-building-facility.html
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2
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• Use disposable gloves when removing garbage bags or handling and 
disposing of trash.


• After using disposable gloves, throw them out in lined trash can.

• Do not disinfect or reuse the gloves.

• Wash hands after removing gloves.


• Restrooms

• We will limit the number of people who occupy the restroom at one 

time to allow for social distancing.

• We will not allow lines or crowds to form near the restroom without 

maintaining a distance of at least 6 feet from other people. We will post 
signs or markers to help attendees maintain the appropriate social 
distance of at least 6 feet.


• We will ensure that open restrooms are:

• Operational.

• Cleaned and disinfected regularly, particularly high-touch 

surfaces such as faucets, toilets, stall doors, doorknobs, 
countertops, diaper changing tables, and light switches.


• Fully supplied with hand washing supplies.

• Portable Toilets will also have hand washing stations. 

	 	 	 

• Water Systems 


• Drinking fountains should will be cleaned and sanitized, but will 
encourage staff and attendees to bring their own water, as feasible, to 
minimize touching and use of water fountains.


• Modified Layouts 

• Limit attendance or seating capacity to allow for social distancing, or 

host smaller events in larger rooms.

• Use multiple entrances and exits and discourage crowded waiting areas.

• Block off rows or sections of seating in order to space people at least 6 

feet apart.

• Eliminate lines or queues if possible or encourage people to stay at least 

6 feet apart by providing signs or other visual cues such as tape or chalk 
marks.


• Prioritize outdoor activities where social distancing can be maintained as 
much as possible. 

• Physical Barriers and Guides 

• We will provide physical guides, such as tape on floors or sidewalks and 

signs on walls, to ensure that individuals remain at least 6 feet apart in 
lines and at other times (e.g., guides for creating one-way routes). 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/clean-disinfect/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/social-distancing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/print-resources.html?Sort=Date%3A%3Adesc
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• We will install physical barriers, such as sneeze guards and partitions, in 
areas where it is difficult for individuals to remain at least 6 feet apart. 
(cash registers & whisky tasting pick up)


• We will change seating layout or availability of seating so that people 
can remain least 6 feet apart. 

• Food Service

• There is no evidence that COVID-19 is spread by food. However, people 

sharing utensils and congregating around food service areas can pose a 
risk.


• If the event includes food service, refer to CDC’s COVID-19 
considerations for restaurants and bars.


• Use touchless payment options as much as possible, if available.

• We will request vendors to exchange cash or card payments by placing 

them on a receipt tray or on the counter rather than by hand to avoid 
direct hand-to-hand contact.


• Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces such as pens, counters, 
or hard surfaces between use and encourage patrons to use their own 
pens.


• Provide physical guides, such as tape on floors or sidewalks and signs 
on walls, to ensure that individuals remain at least 6 feet apart when 
waiting in line to order or pick up.


• Use disposable food service items. If disposable items are not feasible 
or desirable, ensure that all non-disposable food service items are 
handled with gloves and washed with dish soap and hot water.


• Individuals should wash their hands after removing their gloves or after 
directly handling used food service items.


• Avoid offering any self-serve food or drink options, such as buffets, salad 
bars, and drink stations. Consider having pre-packaged boxes or bags 
for each attendee. 
	 


• Shared Objects 

• Discourage people from sharing items that are difficult to clean, sanitize, 

or disinfect.

• Limit any sharing of food, tools, equipment, or supplies by staff 

members.

• Ensure adequate supplies to minimize sharing of high-touch materials; 

or, limit use of supplies and equipment to one group of staff members 
or attendees at a time, and clean and disinfect them between use. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/business-employers/bars-restaurants.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/disinfecting-building-facility.html
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/when-how-handwashing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/reopen-guidance.html
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Maintaining Healthy OPERATIONS 

• Regulatory Awareness

• Be aware of local or state regulatory agency policies related to group 

gatherings to determine if events can be held. 

• Protections for Staff and Attendees who are at Higher Risk of Severe Illness 
from COVID-19


• Replace in-person meetings with video- or tele-conference calls 
whenever possible.


• When feasible, we offer options for attendees at higher risk for severe 
illness that limit their exposure risk (e.g., virtual attendance).


• We are limiting event attendance. 

• Looking into options of Limited, Staggered, or Rotated Shifts and 

Attendance Times

• Consider ways to significantly reduce the number of attendees.

• Looking at ways to stagger and limit attendance times to minimize the 

number of guests at the venue. 
	 


• Designated COVID-19 Point of Contact 

• We will have an onsite administrator to be responsible for responding to 

COVID-19 concerns. They will be reachable at the information tent and 
main ticket tent (blue parking lot).

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-at-higher-risk.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-at-higher-risk.html

	Staying Home when Appropriate
	Educate staff and attendees about when they should stay home.
	Advise employees and attendees to stay home if they have tested positive for COVID-19 or are showing COVID-19 symptoms.
	Advise employees and attendees to stay home and monitor their health if they have had a close contact with a person who has symptoms of COVID-19 within the past 14 days.
	Develop policies that encourage sick employees to stay at home without fear of reprisal, and ensure employees are aware of these policies.
	Share CDC’s criteria to help inform when volunteers should return to work:
	If they have been sick with COVID-19
	If they tested positive for COVID-19 but had no symptoms
	If they have recently had a close contact with a person with COVID-19
	Hand Hygiene and Respiratory Etiquette
	Require frequent employee handwashing (e.g., before, during, and after taking tickets; after touching garbage) with soap and water for at least 20 seconds and increase monitoring to ensure adherence.
	If soap and water are not readily available, volunteers can use hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol and rub their hands until dry.
	Encourage volunteers to cover the mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing and sneezing. Used tissues should be thrown in the trash and hands washed immediately with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.
	Encourage attendees to wash hands often and cover coughs and sneezes.
	Attendees often exchange handshakes, fist bumps, and high-fives at meetings and sporting events. Display signs (physical and/or electronic) that discourage these actions during the event.
	Masks
	Require the use of masks among staff. Masks are most essential in times when physical distancing is difficult (e.g., when moving within a crowd or audience).
	Provide all volunteers/staffnwith information on proper use, removal, and washing of masks.
	Advise volunteers/staff that masks should not be placed on:
	Babies or children younger than 2 years old
	Anyone who has trouble breathing
	Anyone who is unconscious, incapacitated, or otherwise unable to remove the mask without assistance
	Encourage attendees ahead of the event to bring and use masks at the event.
	Masks are meant to protect other people in case the wearer is unknowingly infected but does not have symptoms. Masks are not meant to be a substitute for personal protective equipment such as surgical masks, respirators, or other medical personal protective equipment.
	Masks are strongly encouraged in settings where individuals might raise their voice (e.g., shouting, chanting, singing).
	Adequate Supplies
	Have accessible sinks and enough supplies for people to clean their hands and cover their coughs and sneezes. Supplies include soap, water, a way to dry hands (e.g., paper towels, hand dryer), tissues, hand sanitizer containing at least 60 percent alcohol, disinfectant wipes, masks (as feasible), and no-touch/foot pedal trash cans (preferably covered).
	Signs and Messages
	Post signs in highly visible locations (e.g., at entrances, in restrooms) that promote everyday protective measures and describe how to of germs by properly washing hands and
	Broadcast regular announcements on reducing the spread of COVID-19 on public address systems.
	Include messages (for example, videos) about behaviors that prevent spread of COVID-19 when communicating with staff, vendors, and attendees (such as on the event website and through event social media accounts).
	We will reference freely available CDC print and digital resources about COVID-19 on CDC’s communications resources main page.
	Cleaning and Disinfection
	Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces within the venue at least daily or between uses as much as possible—for example, door handles, sink handles, drinking fountains, grab bars, hand railings, and cash registers.
	Clean and disinfect shared objects between uses—for example, payment terminals, tables, countertops, bars, and condiment holders.
	We will be closing areas such as drinking fountains that cannot be adequately cleaned and disinfected during an event.
	Schedule for increased, routine cleaning and disinfection.
	Plan for and enact these cleaning routines when renting event space and ensure that other groups who may use your facilities follow these routines.
	If transport vehicles like buses are used by the event staff, drivers should practice all safety actions and protocols as indicated for other staff—for example, washing hands often and wearing masks and maintaining social distance of bus riders.
	Ensure safe and correct use and storage of to avoid harm to employees and other individuals. Always read and follow label instructions for each product, and store products securely away from children. Use EPA-approved disinfectants against COVID-19external icon
	Cleaning products should not be used near children. Staff should ensure that there is adequate ventilation when using these products to prevent attendees or themselves from inhaling toxic vapors.
	Use disposable gloves when removing garbage bags or handling and disposing of trash.
	After using disposable gloves, throw them out in lined trash can.
	Do not disinfect or reuse the gloves.
	Wash hands after removing gloves.
	Restrooms
	We will limit the number of people who occupy the restroom at one time to allow for social distancing.
	We will not allow lines or crowds to form near the restroom without maintaining a distance of at least 6 feet from other people. We will post signs or markers to help attendees maintain the appropriate social distance of at least 6 feet.
	We will ensure that open restrooms are:
	Operational.
	Cleaned and disinfected regularly, particularly high-touch surfaces such as faucets, toilets, stall doors, doorknobs, countertops, diaper changing tables, and light switches.
	Fully supplied with hand washing supplies.
	Portable Toilets will also have hand washing stations.
	Water Systems
	Drinking fountains should will be cleaned and sanitized, but will encourage staff and attendees to bring their own water, as feasible, to minimize touching and use of water fountains.
	Modified Layouts
	Limit attendance or seating capacity to allow for social distancing, or host smaller events in larger rooms.
	Use multiple entrances and exits and discourage crowded waiting areas.
	Block off rows or sections of seating in order to space people at least 6 feet apart.
	Eliminate lines or queues if possible or encourage people to stay at least 6 feet apart by providing signs or other visual cues such as tape or chalk marks.
	Prioritize outdoor activities where social distancing can be maintained as much as possible.
	Physical Barriers and Guides
	We will provide physical guides, such as tape on floors or sidewalks and signs on walls, to ensure that individuals remain at least 6 feet apart in lines and at other times (e.g., guides for creating one-way routes).
	We will install physical barriers, such as sneeze guards and partitions, in areas where it is difficult for individuals to remain at least 6 feet apart. (cash registers & whisky tasting pick up)
	We will change seating layout or availability of seating so that people can remain least 6 feet apart.
	Food Service
	There is no evidence that COVID-19 is spread by food. However, people sharing utensils and congregating around food service areas can pose a risk.
	If the event includes food service, refer to CDC’s COVID-19 considerations for restaurants and bars.
	Use touchless payment options as much as possible, if available.
	We will request vendors to exchange cash or card payments by placing them on a receipt tray or on the counter rather than by hand to avoid direct hand-to-hand contact.
	Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces such as pens, counters, or hard surfaces between use and encourage patrons to use their own pens.
	Provide physical guides, such as tape on floors or sidewalks and signs on walls, to ensure that individuals remain at least 6 feet apart when waiting in line to order or pick up.
	Use disposable food service items. If disposable items are not feasible or desirable, ensure that all non-disposable food service items are handled with gloves and washed with dish soap and hot water.
	Individuals should wash their hands after removing their gloves or after directly handling used food service items.
	Avoid offering any self-serve food or drink options, such as buffets, salad bars, and drink stations. Consider having pre-packaged boxes or bags for each attendee.
	Shared Objects
	Discourage people from sharing items that are difficult to clean, sanitize, or disinfect.
	Limit any sharing of food, tools, equipment, or supplies by staff members.
	Ensure adequate supplies to minimize sharing of high-touch materials; or, limit use of supplies and equipment to one group of staff members or attendees at a time, and clean and disinfect them between use.
	Regulatory Awareness
	Be aware of local or state regulatory agency policies related to group gatherings to determine if events can be held.
	Protections for Staff and Attendees who are at Higher Risk of Severe Illness from COVID-19
	Replace in-person meetings with video- or tele-conference calls whenever possible.
	When feasible, we offer options for attendees at higher risk for severe illness that limit their exposure risk (e.g., virtual attendance).
	We are limiting event attendance.
	Looking into options of Limited, Staggered, or Rotated Shifts and Attendance Times
	Consider ways to significantly reduce the number of attendees.
	Looking at ways to stagger and limit attendance times to minimize the number of guests at the venue.
	Designated COVID-19 Point of Contact
	We will have an onsite administrator to be responsible for responding to COVID-19 concerns. They will be reachable at the information tent and main ticket tent (blue parking lot).

